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Take a walk through

one of Calgary’s oldest

residential communities.

Visit historical homes, churches,

parks, buildings and schools

during this unique

urban experience.



A great place to be

At over 100 years of age, Hillhurst-Sunnyside is one of Calgary’s 

oldest communities. Located in the northwest, it stretches

east-west from Centre Street N. to 18A Street N.W., and

north-south from the North Hill to the Bow River.

A blend of old and new, Hillhurst-Sunnyside is a unique and

coveted place to live and work. Here you’ll fi nd the Kensington 

shopping area, beautiful parks, rock gardens, river walkways,

sandstone schools, historical buildings, corner grocery stores

and passionate residents.

As an introduction to the community’s past and present,

this tour is designed to help you see how Hillhurst-Sunnyside has 

managed to retain its small-town feel within the larger city.

Whether walking, biking, rollerblading or driving, you’ll get a 

glimpse of what makes this community a wonderful mix of the

old and new as well as a great place to be.

Hillhurst-Sunnyside is made up of three smaller communities.

•  Sunnyside (east of 10 Street N.W.) is a blend of single-family 

dwellings, modern high-density housing, neighbourhood corner 

stores and restaurants and walk-up apartment buildings.

•  Hillhurst (between 10 Street and 14 Street N.W.) combines 

commercial activity (the Kensington area along 10 Street and 

Kensington Road N.W.) with in-fi lls, reconditioned single-family 

dwellings and medium-density redevelopment.

•  Upper Hillhurst (between 14 Street and 18A Street N.W.)

is predominantly an area of single-family dwellings and

apartment blocks.
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This stretch of land was once the Hillhurst Athletic Park. The park was 
sold to The City by the Riley family around 1910. A grandstand, dress-
ing rooms and bleachers were built in 1912; the dressing rooms later 
became the original community centre. In 1953/54, a hall and kitchen 
were added to the centre, and then, in the 1970s, a gymnasium and 
recreation complex. 

The community association was incorporated in 1948 and reorganized 
in 1973 into the one that exists today. Working out of the centre, it is 
now involved in almost every aspect of life in the community, including 
daycare and out-of-school programs, soccer programs, youth drop-in 
programs, community assistance and “communities in action” for 
seniors and collective kitchens.
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St. Barnabas
Anglican
Church &
Bell Tower
1407 – 7 Ave NW

An English church designed the Norman style, St. Barnabas was the 
fi rst Anglican church constructed north of the Bow River.

The original St. Barnabas Church was built in 1906. The congregation 
outgrew this small frame structure and a second was built on the same 
site in 1912, largely through donations by Ezra Riley in memory of his 
mother, father and daughter, whose graves lie along the east side of 
the church.

Hillhurst-
Sunnyside
Community 
Centre
1320 – 5 Ave NW
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Hillhurst Community School       
1418 - 7 Ave NW

Hillhurst Community School is one of 19 sandstone schools built in 
Calgary between 1884 and 1913. The land was purchased in 1910; the 
school followed a year later. One of the most important donors was 
Ezra Riley.

The school’s fi rst principal, Charlie A. Richardson, married its fi rst fe-
male teacher, Violet Eileen Eyres. Education in the early days included 
English, arithmetic, cookery, manual draining/woodwork, millinery, 
sewing and dress cutting. Over the years, it has switched between 
being an elementary school and a junior high, and now serves 
children from kindergarten to Grade 6.

Ernest Stephenson, a school caretaker, lived on the third fl oor 
of the school for many years; now his ghost — dubbed “Stevie” 
— still wanders the halls. Witnesses describe doors swinging 
for no reason, while records kept by employees include com-
ments like “saw ghost this morning.”

 In 1932, the church opened the lower fl oor to provide extra space for 
parishioners. In 1955, it opened the upper storey for youth activities. 
That same year, the original bell donated by Ezra Riley, in memory of his 
brother William, cracked; the church replaced it with a set of memorial 
carillon bells.

On the night of January 11, 1957, a fi re gutted the building. Fortunately, 
the Calgary Fire Department saved the furniture, communion vessels, 
stained glass windows and tower. The church was rebuilt, incorporat-
ing all the saved pieces.
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In 1904, the Riley family homesteaded on Cochrane Ranch, a 36,000-
acre section of land. In 1910, it donated 20 acres of this land to Calgary: 
the future Riley Park. Development of the park began in 1912, with 
nearly 8,000 shrubs and trees planted.

While Riley intended the park be used for public recreation — seen 
today through the park’s wading pool, playground and vast fi elds —
he also wished it to be a place for cricket; the Calgary and District 
Cricket League still plays on the park’s three original pitches. 

The park was also once home to one of the best toboggan runs in the 
city. However, the steep hill overlooking the park was deemed far too 
dangerous and has been abandoned.

In 1982, the Calgary Herald reported that two men walking 
through Riley Park spoke to an elderly gentleman wearing 
old-fashioned clothes. The man claimed to be Ezra Riley, then 
went on to describe his life story, including how he had donated 
the park to the city 70 years prior. The man then wandered off, 
apparently fading into nothing.

Founded in 1908, the Calgary and 
District Cricket League has main-
tained its presence as the unifi ed 
voice of cricket in Calgary. Its origin 
dates back to Ezra Riley’s generous 

contribution of Riley Park to the city — his 
one condition being that cricket be permitted to remain in the park.

The league presently consists of 17 teams, as well as junior and senior 
programs. The game is played by hundreds of Calgarians and is growing 
in popularity throughout the country.
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The Calgary and 
District Cricket 
League
800 12 St. N.W.

Riley Park
10 Street to 12 Street 
and roughly 6 Avenue 
to 8 Avenue N.W.
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Born in Ontario in 1855, Patrick Burns homesteaded in Manitoba in 
1878, where he began purchasing cattle and supplying beef to railway 
construction crews. After moving to Calgary in 1890, he became a
successful rancher and owner of the Burns Meat Packing Company, 
which became one of the largest packing and provisioning businesses 
in the world. He was one of the original “Big Four” who organized the 
fi rst Calgary Stampede, and in 1931 was appointed to the Senate. He 
died in February 1937.

In 1956, the Burns house was demolished to allow access to the Colonel 
Belcher Hospital. City workers moved sandstone from the demolished 
mansion to the hillside at the north end of Riley Park and, in June 1956, 
began construction on the Senator Patrick Burns Memorial Gardens.

Today, the gardens provide an elegant display during summer and are 
often used as a background for wedding photographs.

6

Thompson House
416 – 11 St NW

Built in 1910 by Theodophilus 
Thompson, a plasterer, this 
house remained in the Thomp-
son family until recently. At one 
time, it was the only house on 
the block. This gave the Thomp-

sons ample room for a large fl ower and vegetable garden surrounding 
the house and a barn, which still stands.

Thompson also built the two houses that sit on either side of this
house. Like many houses on the street, they have the same fl oor plans. 
After Theo’s death in 1930, his wife, Charlotte Maude continued to
manage these building, as the rental fees were the family’s primary 
source of income. Although some tenants couldn’t pay their rents
during the “dirty thirties,” there was usually enough money for food. 

Senator
Patrick
Burns
Memorial
Gardens
10 Street N.W.,
north of
Riley Park

7
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Hillhurst
Baptist
Church
(LifeSport)
1110 Gladstone
Rd. N.W.
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During Calgary’s early days, due to the lack of automobiles, it was diffi -
cult for newly arrived settlers to attend church. That’s why, in 1907, the 
Baptists erected a small church close to the new homes. First known 
as the Morley Road Baptist Church (10 Street was then called Morley 
Road), it was renamed the Hillhurst Baptist Church in 1911. 

In 1914, the church was enlarged, still incorporating the original build-
ing. Unfortunately, during the post-construction inspection, an explo-
sion knocked some people over. Luckily, no one was seriously hurt. 

Reverend D. A. Gunn, assistant of the fi rst church, became the fi rst pas-
tor of the newly enlarged church. The most popular pastor was possibly 
Reverend E. E. King (1945-1952), whose daughter went on to become 
Canada’s fi rst black female lawyer. 

Before the church began its most recent incarnation as a bike shop, it 
was a craft gallery, a Tae Kwan Do school, Factory Theatre West and 
the Triple J. Oriental Food Mart.
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Buffalo Jump
3 Avenue and 6 Street N.W.

Located in today’s McHugh Bluff 
hillside park, the buffalo jump 
was used by aboriginal peoples to 
slaughter buffalo. By herding the 
animals over the cliff, the people 
were able to get meat and hides. 
They also left the bones out to 
bleach in the sun so they could use 
them for jewelry and weapons.

Early residents of Sunnyside would fi nd buffalo skulls and place them 
on their fences; current residents still fi nd the occasional bone while 
completing renovations on their properties. The buffalo jump itself is 
now one of Calgary’s busiest pathways. 
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In the 1880s, The Canadian Pacifi c Railway owned the vast majority of 
the land known as Sunnyside. They constructed “workers’ cottages” 
on 25-foot lots, which they rented to CPR employees. A large number 
of men often crammed into one cottage. Families could get a cottage if 
they could afford the rent; but, more likely, they shared.

An early resident describes the community’s houses as good, ordinary 
homes for working class people. The community had wooden side-
walks, dirt roads, water from wells and springs, milk straight from cows 
and fl ooding in the spring. There were no lights, gas, sewers or stores.

Today, these cottages have all been upgraded with modern conve-
niences and utilities.

10

The Floating
House
202 6 St. N.W.

Building a home in 
Sunnyside was often 
diffi cult and expen-
sive. So, when homes 
became available 
elsewhere, they were 
often relocated to sites 
in Sunnyside by fl oat-
ing them across the 
river (or skidding them 
across the ice in winter).
This home is one such example.

Workers’
Cottages
600 block,
3 Avenue N.W.
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New
Edinburgh
Park
5A Street and
3 Avenue N.W.

Located in an area once 
called New Edinburgh, 
the park was originally a 
slough that contributed 
to Sunnyside’s constant 
fl ooding. As the community 
developed and Sunnyside was annexed to The City, sloughs such as this 
were fi lled in with building debris and made into green spaces.

Thanks to The City’s Parks department and surrounding residents,
New Edinburgh Park became the city’s fi rst pesticide-free park in
1999. In 2003, the community put up an adventure playground, and
local residents maintain a skating rink here in winter.

Samies
540 7 Ave. N.W.

A typical structure of its era, this corner store once housed a laundry, 
rooming houses on the top fl oor and a small grocery/confectioner in the 
front. It was the primary provider for local residents who did not have 
automobiles or access to public transit. Once found throughout the 
city, most corner stores have been turned into other businesses or torn 
down and replaced with housing. Hillhurst-Sunnyside is fortunate to 
have a number of these outlets still available and accessible, including 
Samies and Sunnyside Grocery.
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Hillhurst-Sunnyside
Community Garden
4 Street and Sunnyhill Lane N.W.

Established in 1989, this 24-plot garden is for residents of Hillhurst-
Sunnyside who do not otherwise have space to garden. Members are 
involved in the initial spring and fall cleanup and have a responsibility 

to maintain their plots 
and share in the upkeep 
of common areas. Many 
community gardeners 
fi nd they get to know 
neighbours and develop 
a feeling of community 
belonging. 

Old Streetcar
Line
3rd St and 7 Ave NW 
(going east up bluff)

Starting in 1913, the 
streetcar became the 
main means of transport 
within the city. Kids used 
to hide around a corner 
and wait for a streetcar 
to pass, then hang on 
to the window bars to hitch a ride. 

One of the lines travelled east through Sunnyside on 2 Avenue to
pick up workers for the CPR. It then went up the hill to the north end
of the Centre Street bridge; you can still see where the streetcar
went up the embankment. There, the workers caught another streetcar 
to downtown. 

Another line, nicknamed “Grand Trunk” or “Dinky,” travelled a rough 
square through Upper Hillhurst and West Hillhurst. It took about 20 
minutes to complete its circuit.
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Cappy Smart
House
436 Memorial Dr. N.W.

This house, built in 1914, was originally occupied 
by CPR accountant John A. McBurney. Its most prominent resident, 
however, was Cappy Smart, Calgary Fire Department chief from 1898 to 
1933. Smart was a colourful fi gure in Calgary’s early days and was the 
Calgary Stampede parade marshal for 25 years (1904-1939). 

A caveat on the original land title prohibits the property to be used
“for the sale of intoxicating liquors, or as a house of ill fame.” The 
Smarts had a fi re bell installed in the house to alert Cappy of any
emergencies. The house was added to in 1991.

Sunnyhill
Housing
Co-operative
725 3 St. N.W.

Sunnyhill is a non-profi t housing co-operative that was completed 
in 1979. Through it, the Hillhurst-Sunnyside Community Association 
hoped to ensure that Sunnyside remain a mixed residential community. 
Through the provision of 66 townhouses for households of various 
sizes, this goal has been achieved.

The people who live in Sunnyhill work together to provide their own 
housing through joint ownership. Instead of rent, members pay a 
monthly housing charge to cover the costs of the mortgage, taxes
and operating expenses. An elected board of directors manages the 
co-operative, while all residents make major decisions.
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Smalley House
440 Memorial Dr. N.W.

This house was built in 1907 by 
James Smalley, the owner of one 
of the fi rst mortgage companies 
in Calgary. Smalley and his 
brother, James, came to Calgary in 
1901 from Blackwood, England. The two men were profi cient 
carpenters and established the Calgary Home Building Company. In 
less than two years, they built fi fty homes, supplying mortgages for all 
of them — a unique feat in Calgary during those early years. Eventually 
the company handled only mortgages.

Smalley built this home for his family. The bell tower on the west side 
was a pleasant retreat on warm summer days, affording a view of the 
Bow River and a cooling breeze. The interior of the home was deco-
rated in Tudor style and remains as such today. There are two large oak 
fi replaces and a tin ceiling adorns the living room. The house is almost 
soundproof and is still in sound condition.

19

Sunnyside
Community School
211 7 St. N.W.

Sunnyside School, built in 1919, is one of a number of small “bungalow” 
schools constructed between 1913 and 1920 to respond to Calgary’s 
rapid growth. These structures were originally meant to be converted to 
apartments after larger schools were built, but several of them live on.

This one-storey school started out with six classrooms. In 1956, three 
more classrooms and a gymnasium were added.

Three naturalized areas 
highlight the outdoor 
space. Riverstone Park, 
Prairie Patch and Aspen 
Woodland were devel-
oped between 1998 and 
2002 and represent the 
fl ora and geography 
of Alberta. A large 
playground was built in 
June 2004.
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Andrew Murdoch built the Donegal Mansions in 1930, linking them by 
tunnel with the building directly east of the mansion, which he had built 
two years earlier. This four-storey brick building is a good example of 
an upper-middle-income apartment house and provides an excellent 
display of building craftsmanship throughout. The tunnel still exists, 
and was originally built to accommodate a handicapped daughter’s 
movement between the two buildings.

John Brownlee, Alberta premier from 1925 to 1934, lived here for 16 
years (1946-61). The scandal of an affair with a young government 
employee drove him from offi ce in 1934, but he rebounded and became 
president and general manager of United Grain Growers. It’s during this 

Glenwood Manor
904-908 Memorial Dr. N.W.

Andrew Murdoch built Glenwood Manor in 1928 and was one of its 
residents. The three-storey, twelve-suite building is composed of two 
separate blocks with distinct entrances and a recessed link behind 
them. The level of craftsmanship throughout the building is very high. 
Interior materials include leaded and stained glass for windows and 
Filipino mahogany for fl oors, doors and window trim. In 1981, the manor 
was converted to condominiums.

Notable residents included Samuel C. Nickle Sr. (1938-41), just as he 
was building his fortune in the oil industry, and Pansy L. Pugh (1968-75), 
one of Calgary’s fi rst female aldermen.

Donegal
Mansions
830 Memorial Dr. N.W.
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The Gray
House
905 1 Ave. N.W.

The Gray house, built in 1919, was fi rst located in the original Sunnyside 
schoolyard across the street from the home’s present location. The 
house was one of the earliest homes in the Sunnyside area and was 
surrounded by a small acreage. When the school board bought the 
property where the house sat, the house was moved to its current site.

For many years, the house had been a rental property; it had been 
divided into three suites and was neglected. In July 1981, new owners 
enlarged and modernized the house while retaining its original charac-
ter. It is truly one of the more imaginative rehabilitations in Hillhurst-
Sunnyside.

The resident of this home has created a condominium for birds. This de-
lightful display of birdhouses attracts artists, photographers, students 
and tourists. But best of all, a large variety of birds — including geese 
— nest in and around this time-share every year. 

Urban Bird
Timeshare
904 1 Ave. N.W.
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Carscallen Block
(Kismet Clothing/Quinn’s
of Kensington Hair)
116 – 10 St NW

Built in 1910 by brothers Shibley 
and Phillip Carscallen, (Shibley 
was a City of Calgary Alder-

man from 1912-14), this block housed Carscallen Hardware & Heating 
(owned by other brother Harry), Carscallen Realty & Building, the offi ce 
of physician and surgeon Dr. Robert Francis and Black’s Drug Store and 
Ice Cream Parlour. 

Black’s was known as the oldest business north of the Bow River. It op-
erated a post offi ce “since time immemorial,” according to Bill Mitchell, 
who took over the business in 1937. Black’s stayed in the Carscallen 
Block for 10 years before moving two doors south. The building was 
restored in 2001.

26
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Vendome Block
(Heartland Café)
938 2 Ave. N.W.

Named after a town in north-
ern France and the “Place de la 

Vendôme” district in Paris, this 
two-storey brick building was built 

and owned by contractor George W. Rae. For another 75 years, the 
space housed the North Star Grocery, which distinguished itself from 
its competitors by specializing in fruit by the crate. The Heartland Café 
has occupied the space since 1988, serving wholesome, healthy foods.

Union Building
(Lido Café) 144 10 St. N.W.

Built in 1912, this is a 
typical commercial building 
of the era. It’s been home 
to Kurland’s confectionery, 
Albert E. Sharman’s harness 
shop and the Green Lantern 
Library, plus many coffee 
shops and two fi sh and chip 
eateries. It became the Lido 
Café around 1962.
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Brower House
(DSA Baron
Communications)
1052 Memorial Dr. N.W.

Who built this house is a 
mystery, but it may have 
been James Tennant with the 
assistance of the Canadian 
Pacifi c Irrigation and Settlement 
Company. Tennant lived in the house for just one year. After renting it 
to a variety of residents, he sold it in 1919 to two brothers: Archibald 
Brower, a steam engineer, and Frank C. Brower, publisher of the old 
Gazette from 1909 to 1936. Archibald was there till his death in 1952. His 
daughter, Eva Davidson, lived in the house with other relatives in the 

following years, including her prominent uncle Frank C. Brower.

This residence is distinctive because of its locally produced brick 
and sandstone, probably products of the Calgary Pressed Brick 
and Sandstone Company, one of the oldest in the area. The house is 
constructed in an uncomplicated and adaptable way, following the 
principle: The most house for the least amount.

28

Louise Bridge
(Hillhurst Bridge)
10 Street N.W.

In 1894, one of the most vicious 
spring fl oods in the city completely 
destroyed the Bow Marsh Bridge and 
submerged most of the Sunnyside 
area. A new iron bridge was made as a 
replacement in 1910. It was dubbed the 
Louise Bridge, although that was never 
its offi cial name. 

There are several theories concerning the nickname. The fi rst is that 
the bridge was named after Princess Louise. Another is that it was 
named after two daughters of the area’s most prominent families —
the Riley family on the north side of the bridge and the Shouldice family 
on the south — who both shared the name Louise. A third states it 
was named after the daughter of the public works minister, William H. 
Cushing (Calgary’s mayor from 1900-1901). In 1920-21, a second bridge 
— the Hillhurst Bridge — was erected. It and the Louise Bridge co-
existed until 1927, when the Louise Bridge was taken down. However, 
residents began to refer to the new Hillhurst Bridge as the Louise 
Bridge, so the name carries to this day.
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Fire Hall
No. 6
(Outdoor
Resource Centre)
1111 Memorial
Dr. N.W.

Built in 1909 in 
Utilitarian style and 
used as a fi re hall 
from 1910 to 1964, 
this two-storey 
brick structure is 
similar to other fi re 

halls of the era. The 
upper fl oor was originally the fi remen’s quarters and the main 

fl oor had stables, engine space and an offi ce. The two openings for fi re 
engines originally had swinging doors for horses. The building was gut-
ted by fi re in 1974 and renovated in 1981 by The City. It is now occupied 
by the Outdoor Resource Centre, a City of Calgary Parks information 
facility. A canoe club rents some of the space.

It is said the horses that once pulled the great fi re trucks are 
now ghosts. Some believe they haunt their former workplace 
because they weren’t ready to be retired when motor vehicles 
took over in the 1930s. Tenants, and even passersby, have 

reported hearing the whinnying of horses, and some staff say 
they have heard hooves on 
the cement fl oor.

30

Norfolk House
1118 Kensington Rd. N.W.

Norfolk House is a poured 
concrete structure with brick tile 
covering the façade. The brick 
fi nishing blends in well with both 
the older and newer structures along Kensington Road and 10 Street. 
The roofl ine of the building is most interesting: a fl at roof with dormers.

Norfolk House is a mixed-use building. The upper fl oors consist of 
apartments for seniors and disabled persons; they’re angled to the 
southeast and northwest to catch maximum sunlight. Two retail outlets 
occupy the main fl oor, plus a number of groups that cater to community 
residents. Before moving to the Hillhurst-Sunnyside Community
Centre, the community association housed its offi ces here, too.
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This brick veneer residence, built in 1911 by developer John Smith
(who built and owned the Smith Block in the same year, see #32) was 
home to a series of working class renters, beginning with carpenter 
John H. Bathgate. 

In 1925, the house was sold to an Italian immigrant, Salvatore Cozzubbo, 
who ran the Hillhurst Confectionary and Ice Cream Parlour on the main 
fl oor of the Smith Block. His wife, Rosaria, lived in the house for twenty 
more years after her husband’s death in 1932.

In 1982, this residence and the 1912 duplex to the south were redevel-
oped as a restaurant and pub.

Smith/Hillhurst/
Arnell Block
(Starbucks)
1122 Kensington Rd. N.W.

This Edwardian structure was built 
in 1911 for a cost of roughly $3,500. It 
was originally named the Smith Block 
after its constructor and proprietor, 
Yorkshire-born John Smith, but later 
owners renamed it the Hillhurst Block. 

Early businesses were the Hillhurst Confectionary and Ice Cream 
Parlour, the Model Meat Market and the Hillhurst Shoe Hospital. In 
the 1950s, new owners — Arnold and Ellie McArthur — renamed the 
building the Arnell Block and ran their refrigeration service here. The 
present occupant is a Starbuck’s coffee shop.

The
Kensington 
Pub
205-209 10A St. N.W.

32
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King George
Masonic Hall
(Higher Ground)
1126 Kensington Rd. N.W.

King George Lodge #59 of the Ancient Free and Accepted Masons 
dates back to 1911 and built this hall in 1926 after raising the $11,796 
necessary to construct it. The lodge met here for almost 60 years and 
had many well-known members from the area, including W. C. Black 
(pharmacist from the Carscallen Block) and Andrew Davidson (mayor 
from 1929 to 1945).

In 1984, the lodge moved to Osbourne Crescent in the city’s southwest, 
taking along the original cornerstone. Higher Ground coffee house
has been in the building since then and did extensive renovations in
the 1990s.

Hayden Block
(The Yardhouse)
1134-1136 Kensington
Rd. N.W.

Constructed in 1912 in the 
Edwardian style, this block is a 
good example of a building of its 
type and commercial style. It is 
particularly distinguished by its 
attractive pressed metal cornice 
with fi nials at either end. 

Edward Augustus Hayden, a 
contractor from Lockport, Nova 
Scotia, owned and lived in the building until his death in 1923. The
commercial occupants of the building have included grocery and 
confectionary stores, a dressmaker, a radio store and the Model Meat 
Market, plus a series of restaurants: The Hamburger, Strand’s Coffee 
Shop, La Fleur, Razz Berry’s, Bass Bros. Beerhouse & Grill and today’s 
The Yardhouse. The block was renovated in the 1990s.

34



�

Hillhurst
Sunnyside
walking tour       map

�

21

35

The Plaza
Theatre
1133 Kensington
Rd. N.W.

Built in 1929 as a Regal Garage, this building became the Plaza Theatre in 
1935. It is Calgary’s only remaining example of a small theatre house and has 
retained its original façade. The fi rst design had Spanish overtones, while 
the art deco fl avour came when the building was converted to a cinema. 

For over seven decades, the Plaza has shown Calgarians a wide variety 
of movies. The pictures used to change twice a week and children could 
choose between watching a show or cartoons. The original cost of a show 
was 10 cents.

36

Hillhurst
Presbyterian
Church
(Hillhurst United Church)
1227 Kensington Close N.W.

Built in the gothic revival style, the church was fi nished in 1912 at a 
cost of $3,800, including land. In addition to the sanctuary, it was home 
to classrooms parlours and an auditorium, gymnasium, supper room, 
kitchen, locker room and shower/bath. Memberships through the fi rst 
years were fairly constant at roughly 430 members. During the depres-
sion, every family was asked to donate a few dollars a month to pay the 
salary of the reverend, which they did without reluctance.

In 1940, the Young Ladies Mission Circle was founded. Its 12 members 
had an active program of visiting the elderly and hosting tea meetings 
and Sunday evening fi resides for the servicemen of the community. The 
Sunday School in these days was one of the largest in the city. In 1987, 
the Alberta government designated the building “a registered historic 
resource.”
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Pre-1920
House
1410 Memorial Dr. N.W.

One of the many pre-1920 houses that dominate the streetscapes of 
Hillhurst-Sunnyside, this house was subdivided into two, then three, 
suites. In 1981, the house was reconverted to a single-family home.
During the renovation, extra structural supports were put in place to 
bear the weight of the roof, which is noted for its black ceramic tiles.

St. John
Fine Arts
Elementary 
School
15 12 St. N.W.

This school was built in 1916 
by the Salvation Army, which 
also ran it. In 1947, the Calgary 
Catholic school system took 
over, making it the seventh 
school of Calgary’s separate 
system. In 1985, the school was renovated and 
became a Fine Arts Magnet School, which it remains today.

Broadview Park
Broadview Road
and 16 Street N.W.

In 2003, Broadview Park was reju-
venated with a new adventure 
playground. Designated a green 
space in an area that was sorely 
lacking, it is a lovely little oasis 
just a short distance from the 
buzz of Memorial Drive.
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Louise Telephone Exchange
(Boucock Craig Wong Architects)
1510 Kensington Rd. N.W.

During the First World War, 
there was a temporary halt to 
the expansion of telephone 
services in Calgary. With 
the return of peace, Alberta 
Government Telephones (AGT) 
constructed the North Hill 
offi ce in 1921, the fi rst of a 
group of exchanges. This was 
followed in 1922 by the Louise 
Exchange. Its purpose was 
to handle all telephone calls 
in the Hillhurst-Sunnyside, 
Grand Trunk and Parkdale 
districts.

Bow Valley
Lawn Bowling Club
1738 Bowness Rd. N.W.

A prominent local businessman, Fred Leper of Leper Plumbing, started 
the club in 1932. As an alderman on City Council, Leper negotiated with 
The City for the land. A changing room for skaters on the Bow River 
was relocated and became the new clubhouse — until a new one was 
built in 2002. It is now used for a variety of year-round events, including 
yoga, educational talks and presentations.

The club has one professionally maintained green with eight rinks. The 
object of the game is to roll the bowl as close to the jack (the little white 
ball) as possible. The person closest to the jack scores a point. The 
season runs from Victoria Day through Thanksgiving.
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The “Big House”
217 15 St. N.W.

Built in 1911, this home is referred to as the “Big House.” Although 
extensively renovated and upgraded, the present owners have retained 
many of the original features, including an elaborate horsehair and 
plaster ceiling in the lounge, the windows, a brick fi replace, the stair 
banisters and the shake and clapboard siding. This home is especially 
appealing in the early spring months when the front yard’s mature apple 
tree is in full bloom.

The Bird House
1727 2 Ave. N.W.

This home’s artist resident has created a house shaped like a bird.
With art works decorating the yard, this home has been the focus of 
magazine articles, artistic study, student exploration and shear
enjoyment. It is truly a unique and fanciful addition to our community.
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Queen Elizabeth
Elementary School
403 18 St. N.W.

Named after Queen Elizabeth II, this school was built in 1957. Currently, 
two classrooms are dedicated to deaf and hard-of-hearing students, 
and all students get the chance to develop sign language skills.

Queen Elizabeth Junior and
Senior High School
512 18 St. N.W.

This school was built in 1910 and has undergone a series of additions 
and renovations to keep it up to date. It was originally named Bowview 
School, but changed names in 1953 in honour of Queen Elizabeth II’s 
coronation. It currently offers several special programs, such as those 
for gifted and talented students, deaf and hard-of-hearing students, 
learning-disabled students and Alberta Ballet School of Dance students.

Trees to
Pauleson’s 
Dairy Farm
17 Street between
2 Avenue and
5 Avenue N.W.

The stand of trees following a straight line behind Queen 
Elizabeth Schools is one of few reminders of a time before the area was 
developed. Before the schools or surrounding community existed, these 
trees bounded one side of the road leading to Pauleson’s Dairy Farm, 
a fairly large farm that occupied the area up to the hill and extending 
into West Hillhurst. The trees on the other side of the road were not as 
lucky; they were removed to accommodate the school buildings.
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Bowview Pool
18A Street and 6 Avenue N.W.

Built in 1958, the outdoor Bowview Pool has served generations of 
patrons for decades. The pool was closed in 1996 due to mechanical and 
bowl failure. But, thanks to the commitment and diligence of community 
members and the generosities of the governments of Alberta and
Calgary, a new bowl was installed and the mechanical system over-
hauled. Open during summer, it is one of Calgary’s eight outdoor pools.

48

Rooming
House
1722 6 Ave. N.W.

This house has had a long history as a rooming house. Built in 1912,
it was built for a dentist and his family. However, the dentist never 
moved in and the fi rst owners and occupants became the Bundy family. 
When Mr. Bundy lost his job at the Burns Meat Company during the 
depression, the Bundys took in students from SAIT for room and board. 
In 1947, the Bundys sold their home to Miss Crawford, who also took
in boarders.
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Hillhurst
Cottage 
School
(Alberta Wilderness
Association)
455 12 St. N.W.

Constructed in 1910, this 
school represents one of 
two cottage designs used 
by the Calgary Protestant 
Public School Board prior to the First World War. It was the fi rst such 
building in Calgary. Under the leadership of Colonel James Walker, the 
building committee created a policy that allowed for the construction of 
low-cost, wood-frame, two-room, two-storey cottage schools to serve 
as temporary facilities. Few improvements were made to the Hillhurst 
structure, which was used as a school well into the 1950s.

Because of city growth after the Second World War, the building 
program was enlarged and no longer required old cottage schools. 
Instead, these buildings were leased to a variety of charitable organiza-
tions. The Hillhurst Cottage School has been used as a clubhouse by 
the North Hill Optimists, the Canadian Youth Hostel Association and the 
Alberta Wilderness Association.

This two-storey frame building was constructed by John R. Hunter, who 
came to in Calgary in 1901 and lived in Hillhurst by 1906. He acquired the 
lot in 1908 and built the house for about $600. Around 1910, he sold the 
building to plasterer Theodophilus Thompson.

The building has housed different groceries and confectionaries (for 
example, the Riley Park Grocery and Confectionary and Kim’s Grocery). 
Many of the store owners lived in the apartments upstairs. Before the 
advent of large-scale supermarkets and household freezers, shopping 
patterns were based on daily need and access to the nearest grocery 
store. The stores in the Hunter Block were once one of the area’s few 
local, small-scale food stores.

Hunter Block
(Pushing Petals)
1209 5 Ave. N.W.
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Archive photos courtesy
of Glenbow Museum:

NC-24-42   Carscallen Block (ca. 1911)
pages 6, 20-21, back cover

NA-613-10   Hillhurst Public School (ca. 1912)
page 5

NC-57-16   Theodore Thompson House (ca. 1912)
pages 10-11

NA-2365-25   New Louise Bridge (ca. 1920-1923)
pages 11-12, 26

NA-2399-159   Fire Hall No. 6 (ca. 1930s)
pages 18-19, 28

NA-2922-13   Hillhurst Baptist Church (ca. 1930s)
pages 8-9

NA-3774-59   10th Street NW (January, 1947)
pages 3, 4, 14-15, 25, front cover

ND-8-332   Hillhurst Bridge with streetcar (date unknown)
pages 16-17

NA-4191-2   Municipal railway car #36 (date unknown)
pages 2, 7, 22-23


