
From: David Brindle davidwbrindle@icloud.com
Subject: Interim Flood Mitigation

Date: July 6, 2017 at 12:51 PM
To: Farrell, Druh druh.farrell@calgary.ca
Cc: Executive Assistant Ward 7 EAWARD7@Calgary.ca, Frank Frigo frank.frigo@calgary.ca, Justin S. Lo Justin.Lo@calgary.ca,

Reid, Pamela E. Pamela.Reid@calgary.ca, Bowen, Carolyn Carolyn.Bowen@calgary.ca

         

Good Morning Councillor Farrell,

At a recent meeting of our Emergency Planning and Response Committee (EPARC), we discussed, among other things, interim flood 
mitigation. The outcome was that we need to keep pushing with our advocacy efforts. The last time we contacted you in this regard was April 
30, 2017, when David Brindle sent two emails, titled Interim Pumping for Sunnyside and Temporary Berms for Sunnyside, respectively.

For the interim pumping, the information Frank Frigo gave us at our public meeting on May 29, 2017, was the same as what Justin Lo told 
us in his  April 21, 2017 email to David Brindle. The bottom line is that the total pumping capacity being provided is 1.1 CMS (cubic metres per 
second). We are still asking for a total of 3.2 CMS, which we believe could be obtained at a cost of about $50,000 each flood season. The 3.2 
CMS is what we calculate would be required to prevent most of the damage and disruption that a repetition of the 2013 events would cause.

With all the progress that has been made now with the design and building of the flood-mitigation infrastructure for the long term, it would be 
most regrettable for the City as well as for residents, if, for the sake of a small annual expenditure, easily avoidable damage to City property 
and infrastructure, and to private property, were allowed to occur while we are waiting for the completion of the projects for the long term. The 
temporary pumping of 3.2 CMS capacity, for the interim, would be justifiable if the yearly cost were just comparable to the yearly amortization 
of the cost of the permanent infrastructure. As it is, the yearly cost of the temporary pumping would probably be considerably less than that of 
the permanent infrastructure.  

It is our understanding that the City’s emergency management priorities are listed in the following order:
 ·  Public Safety 
 ·  Critical infrastructure and Vital Community Assets
 ·  Public Infrastructure (Roads, Utilities etc)
 ·  Private Property
 ·  Environment

Since, in 2013, community residents had to be evacuated, there was a lengthy closure of Memorial Drive, there was damage to City property 
and infrastructure, and catastrophic damage to private property, it is clear that protecting Sunnyside and Hillhurst with interim mitigation 
measures during every flood season satisfies at least the first four of the City’s emergency management priorities. This is not just about 
protecting private property.  

About the temporary berms (barriers), we have some questions:

1) What is the length and height of the barriers that are dedicated to our community?

2) Is the City arranging a test of the installation procedures that would apply specifically to our community?

3) How robust are the temporary barriers? Would the water tubing withstand a high-speed impact from a large tree or other object floating 
down the flooding river?

4) Is there any information about how these barriers have performed, in other places, in conditions similar to the Bow River in flood?

5) Are we correct in our understanding that after the construction of the Prince’s Island causeway our berm would need to be 22 cm higher in 
order to give the same protection we had before?

In summary, we are asking:

1) For the 2018 flood season, please can the City provide, using the cost justification we are arguing, temporary pumping of 3.2 CMS capacity 
for Sunnyside and Hillhurst?

2) Alternatively, if the City believes our assumptions or calculations are incorrect, could we have a meeting so that we can discuss what needs 
to be revised?

3) Please can the City provide us with answers to our questions about the temporary barriers?
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Thank you.

Regards,

David Brindle,
Chair, Emergency Planning and Response Committee (EPARC) 


