
Sunnyside Needs a Higher Berm, and We Need It Now! 

Attend the City Open House on the Sunnyside Berm Project and show your support for adequate flood protection 
for our community.  The City will be providing details about the options that they have studied. 

When:  Tuesday, September 24, 2019, 5 to 8 p.m. 
Where: Sunnyside School gymnasium, 211 7th St. N.W. 

The new walkway along the south bank of the Bow River between the Peace Bridge and Eau Claire provides 
1:200 flood protection.  Why do the condo residents and office buildings get so much better protection than 
Sunnyside residents?  Any flood water diverted by that protection will end up in Sunnyside. 

The original City proposal is for no material change to the height of the Sunnyside berm, which now provides 
1:20 protection.  This means that there is about a 30% chance over 15 years of a damaging flood in Sunnyside.  
This is unacceptably high, especially when a higher berm is technically, economically, environmentally and 
socially feasible. 

Inadequate flood protection is more than an economic issue.  It can impact resident’s mental health. 

 A flood with damage like 2013 or worse would cause immense stress and trauma in our community. 
 The anxiety and fear of flooding is palpable each time there is a heavy rain during every flood season. 
 Our community feels undervalued in this city that chooses to protect downtown infrastructure way 

beyond the people of our inner city mixed income community. 
 There is stress associated with the devaluing of our houses and making our basements not as useful. 

Flood protection must be a priority.  Here is a table of flood risk versus berm height over time: 

 

The chances of a damaging flood in the table above are based on an optimistic 300 m³/s benefit of the “TransAlta 
agreement” and completion of an upstream reservoir in 20 years (although “never” might be more reasonable). 

How much risk are you comfortable with?  How low must the chance of a damaging flood be for you to be 
assured that your home and community are protected heading into each flood season?  The table above 
shows what berm height you should be expecting from the City. 

The City, Province and Federal Governments have been supportive of our communities with significant 
investments in improved stormwater management infrastructure.  The City has committed to groundwater 
management in Sunnyside.  Now we must insist that the City completes the job by providing adequate 
riverside flood protection. 
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